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Cerro Murphy Observatory – before upgrade and renovation
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Cerro Murphy Observatory – today

• 0.6-m, 0.8-m, 1.5-m optical
telescopes

• 2.5-m optical (scheduled)

• 0.8-m infrared telescope
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library computer cluster

training observatory on the roof
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Doctoral school

▶ A relatively new form of education introduced by the Law on Higher Edu-
cation and Science (20th July 2018)

▶ From 2019/2020, the only way (apart from the extramural mode) to obtain
a doctoral degree

⋆ The doctoral school must provide training in at least two scientific disci-
plines

Warszawa, March 2024
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GeoPlanet Doctoral School

⋆ Eight institutes: 7 institutes of the Polish Academy of Sciences and one
National Research Institute

NCAC is the school’s leader

⋆ 5 disciplines: astronomy; automation, electronic and electrical engine-
ering and space technologies; Earth and environmental sciences; physical
sciences; social and economic geography and spatial planning
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GeoPlanet Doctoral School

⋆ 74 students (including 37 international; September 2023)

⋆ 27 students at NCAC (including 25 international; 5 in Toruń)

⋆ all lectures and activities in English

⋆ for students from outside of Warsaw there is a possibility of accommoda-
tion in NCAC hotel (there is no such possibility in Toruń)

Warszawa, March 2024



9

GeoPlanet Doctoral School – www.geoplanetschool.pl
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GeoPlanet Doctoral School

Three documents you should read:

⋆ Regulations of the doctoral school

⋆ Recruitment rules

⋆ Program of the studies
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Doctoral school – scholarship

⋆ Each doctoral student receives a scholarship, but for no longer than 4
years.

⋆ Minimum amount of the scholarship is set in the law and currently is:

≈3077 PLN (net amount) before mid-term evaluation (years I-II),

≈4740 PLN (net amount) after mid-term evaluation (years III-IV).

⋆ Some of the students receive higher scholarship paid from the supervisor’s
grant (typically 5000 PLN gross for the whole grant duration)

⋆ Obligatory contribution to pension scheme

⋆ 2024/2025 recruitment: all students are offered a minimum scholarship
with a possibility to switch into grant funding later. One topic with grant
funding for the full 4 years.

⋆ Grant funding usually comes with more benefits (funds for equipment,
conference, collaborations, observations)
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https://study.gov.pl/cost-living-poland
add some 20-30%
accommodation in Warsaw may be expensive

12

Doctoral school – scholarship
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Doctoral school – scholarship

⋆ Opportunities for outstanding doctoral students:

▶ scholarship for outstanding young scientists from the Minister

▶ START Fellowship (Foundation for Polish Science)

▶ scholarship of the president of PAS

▶ NCAC’s young researcher award

▶ additional scholarship from own grant (like NCN’s Preludium)

⋆ Public health insurance

▶ Covered for EU citizens

▶ non-EU students have to pay 60PLN/month

⋆ All NCAC students are entitled for free of charge private health insurance

(covers basic appointments; but no emergency or hospital treatment)
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Doctoral school

⋆ Doctoral education lasts 8 semesters (possible extension by two years)

⋆ The supervisor shall be appointed within 3 months of commencing educa-
tion

⋆ A doctoral student shall pursue:

▶ Program of the studies in GeoPlanet doctoral school

lectures, seminars, papers, conferences, popularization, etc.; 35 ECTS
▶ Individual Research Plan

a schedule for PhD thesis; submitted within 12 months

⋆ Education ends with the submission of a doctoral dissertation
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Doctoral school – education

⋆ Interdisciplinary lectures
▶ Scientist’s ABC, lecture: How to successfully apply for the financing of

research projects as well as present and publish scientific research results

▶ Advanced statistical methods and bayesian inference in scientific rese-
arch

▶ Philosophy of Science

⋆ GeoPlanet interdisciplinary lectures – in principle, for students of
other institutes, examples:

▶ Space Robotics (at CBK PAN)

▶ Introduction to hydrogeology and sustainable groundwater manage-
ment (at PIG PIB)

▶ All you want to know about climate change and its impact from the
ocean perspective (at IO PAN)
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Doctoral school – education

⋆ Monographic lectures at NCAC, eg.,

▶ Introduction to Astrophysics

▶ Star Cluster Dynamics and Evolution

▶ Experimental search for dark matter

⋆ Seminars
▶ Wednesday seminar

▶ Journal Club

▶ PhD seminar

⋆ ECTS credits are also awarded for: papers, grants, conference presenta-
tions (talks, posters), attending summer schools, individual training, te-
aching, popularization

However, the most important thing is to work with supervisor →
PhD thesis & doctoral degree
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Individual Research Plan
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Individual Research Plan

⋆ Implementation of the Individual Research Plan is evaluated during the
mid-term evaluation (after two years). Evaluation is done by a com-
mittee that includes external member. In case of negative evaluation, a
student is removed from the student’s list.

⋆ Poor implementation of the Individual Research Plan may be grounds for
removal from the student list at any stage of study.
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Integration, leisure activities, social life
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Doctoral degree

⋆ Doctoral School does not conduct proceedings for granting the degree – it
is done by the doctoral granting body, ie. the Scientific Council of NCAC

⋆ The procedure is initiated upon the application of the doctoral student,
accompanied by the thesis and positive opinion of the supervisor

⋆ At least one scientific peer-reviewed paper authored by the student must
be published to start the procedure

⋆ The details of the procedure are determined by the institute

▶ astrophysics exam
▶ three reviews, two must be positive

▶ public defense
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Doctoral degree
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Doctoral degree
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Doctoral school – recruitment

⋆ Recruitment is open! Application deadline: April 7th

⋆ 6th Meeting of Young Astronomers
▶ presentation of NCAC and the doctoral school

▶ presentation of possible research topics by potential supervisors and/or
their team members

▶ presentation of cooperation opportunities: summer internships, scien-
tific projects

▶ Please follow our website!
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Doctoral school – recruitment

⋆ Application for a specific research topic to a specific supervisor

▶ it is a good idea to make contact at this conference or during
summer programme
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Doctoral school – recruitment

⋆ funding (scholarship): either from research grant or from the institute:
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Doctoral school – recruitment

⋆ Application documents: CV, motivation letter, BSc and MSc degree certi-
ficates, transcripts of grades, recommendation letter
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Doctoral school – recruitment
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Doctoral school – recruitment

⋆ Two-stage procedure: evaluation of documents and an interview

⋆ Committee: doctoral school coordinator (head), deputy director, prospec-
tive supervisor (Director is usually present at interviews)

⋆ Application documents

▶ A strong application consists of: good grades, participation in addi-
tional projects (beyond the master’s degree), publications (eg. conference
proceedings), participation in conferences (eg. PTA congress)

▶ The motivation letter should get the supervisor’s attention.

Write why you are interested in their topic.
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Doctoral school – recruitment

⋆ The best candidates are invited to an interview (Zoom)

⋆ During the interview we ask questions:

▶ related to previous research work (eg., MSc project, additional pro-
jects)

▶ related to the research topic for which you are applying

▶ astrophysics (very general; show your interest in astronomy!)
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Promotional movies

Album about research
we are doing

Student’s self-
government

Social media

www.geoplanetschool.pl
www.camk.edu.pl/en/phd/
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More information
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