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About Warsaw -  
the first written  
notation  
at 23 April 1313 

I live in the village  
Koczargi Stare  
28 km from Warsaw.  
The first written 
notation 1275
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A History of CAMK PAN 
From the post-war proposal to the Poland’s leading astrophysics institute
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The First Attempt -1950s
The Polish Academy of Sciences, established in 1951, began planning a new 
astronomical center meant to bring together astronomers from across Poland 

Staszic Palace, Spring 1945, Put into service 1950
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The First Attempt -1950s
The Polish Academy of Sciences, established in 1951, began planning a new 
astronomical center meant to bring together astronomers from across Poland  
1956 - Department of Astronomy Polish Academy of Sciences

Staszic Palace, Spring 1945, Put into service 1950
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In the early 1970s - two Polish astronomers revived the idea 

Proposed a theoretical-astrophysics institute at a  
Polish Academy of Sciences assembly, sidestepping  
the cost of building a telescope.

Bogdan Paczyński                 and                   Józef Smak 

Co-presented the plan alongside Paczyński, shaping  
an institute focused on research rather than  
costly new instruments.
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In May 1971 - Charles Robert „Bob” O’Dell from 
York’s Observatory was sent to Poland. Discussion 
sharpened the concept of CAMK and opened the 
door to US financial support. 

Project scientist of Hubble Telescope  

A Cold War financial curiosity made CAKM’s 
construction possible. 

Polish currency could not, at that time, be converted 
into other currencies - so not be counted in the US 
federal budget. 

~ 351M Polish zloty accumulated by US agricultural 
(wheat) sales to Poland after World War II. 

Using those funds to build CAMK let the US write off  
part of Poland’s “wheat debt” at no dollar cost to the 
US government. 
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Beginning of 70-ties - building started to be constructed. Bartycka street was 
build to connect institute to the city. 

10 Oct. 1975 - first mini-computer DEC PDP-11/45 came to CAMK PAN.  

The CAMK PAN was formally established on 11 Feb. 1976. 

24 May 1978 - the new headquarters is inaugurated.  

The first PhD title went to Marek Sikora in 1980, under the supervision of 
Bohdan Paczyński.
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https://www.ncac.torun.pl/
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https://astrocent.camk.edu.pl/
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Facilities we have access to:

GAMMA-RAY ASTRONOMY
H.E.S.S. 
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Currently we have  21 PhD students 

                  at CAMK PAN 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


